72                     ' INDISCRETIONS'
Perhaps it was the still recent shock of his tragic end which tinged her personality with melancholy. She spoke very affectionately of him, deploring the shortsightedness of the ruffians who had slain so good a monarch.
" Her manner changed, however, and became much happier when she spoke of her husband. She had a quite bourgeois conceit for his health. She said, laughingly, that he had very little time nowadays for his meals, affairs of State being so urgent, and that this perpetual hurry was very bad for him, so much so that she made a point of dawdling over breakfast every morning at least half an hour so as to keep him seated at the table for that short time."
In Italy it is the custom when a sovereign dies that his suite of apartments in the Quirinal should be closed for a certain number of years out of respect for his memory. In this way it happens that a great part of the palace is now closed owing to the deaths of Kings Victor Emmanuel II and Humbert; the Queen told me that the present Royal Family are consequently obliged to put up with very restricted accommodation. It is a curious national custom, this, to inconvenience the living out of respect for the dead.
On December 24, 1901, Queen Margherita, the beautiful Consort of the murdered king, came back to the capital for the first time since the death of her husband and took possession of the new palace which had been prepared for her.
She was adored by the people, and we watched her arrival from one of the windows of our house in the Via Veneto, which was only a stone's throw from hers. The crowd greeted her vociferously, and72                     ' INDISCRETIONS'
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